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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) An audience state estimation system comprising: 
imaging device for imaging an audience and generating a video signal relative to 

the audience thus imaged; 

movement amount detection device for detecting a movement amount of said 
audience based on a fl e sh color a re a which is e xtracted from said video signal, 

wherein the movement amount detection device extracts a flesh-color area 
which identifies flesh color from said video signal, divides the flesh-color area into blocks 
identifying flesh color, and calculates movement vectors for each of the blocks identifying flesh 
colo r the flesh - color area identifying fl e sh color ; and 

estimation device for estimating an audience state based on a comparison result of 
said movement amount and a predetermined reference level. 

2. (Original) The audience state estimation system according to claim 1, wherein 
said movement amount detection device determines movement vectors of the imaged audience 
based on said video signal, and wherein an average movement amount showing an average of 
magnitudes of the movement vectors is set as the movement amount of said audience. 

3. (Canceled) 
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4. (Original) The audience state estimation system according to claim 1, wherein 
said movement amount detection device determines movement vectors of the imaged audience 
based on said video signal and calculates an average movement amount showing an average of 
magnitudes of the movement vectors, and wherein a time macro movement amount is set as the 
movement amount of said audience, said time macro movement amount being an average of the 
average movement amounts in a time direction thereof. 

5. (Previously Presented) The audience state estimation system according to 
claim 1, wherein when said movement amount is larger than the predetermined level, said 
estimation device estimates said audience state to be in any one of states of beating time with the 
hands and of clapping. 

6. (Currently Amended) An audience state estimation system comprising: 
imaging device for imaging an audience and generating a video signal relative to 

the audience thus imaged; 

movement periodicity detection device for detecting movement periodicity of said 
audience based on a flesh - colo r a rea which is extracted from said video signal, 

wherein the movement periodicity detection device extracts a flesh-color 
area which identifies flesh color from said video signal divides the flesh-color area into blocks 
identifying flesh color, and calculates movement vectors for each of the bl ocks identifying flesh 
color the flesh-color area identifying flesh color the flesh - color area identifying flesh color ; and 
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estimation device for estimating an audience state based on a comparison result of 
the movement periodicity of said audience and a predetermined reference level. 

7. (Original) The audience state estimation system according to claim 6, wherein 
said movement periodicity detection device determines movement vectors of the imaged 
audience based on said video signal, calculates an average movement amount showing an 
average of magnitudes of the movement vectors, and detects an autocorrelation maximum 
position of the average movement amount, and wherein variance of the autocorrelation maximum 
position is set as said movement periodicity. 

8. (Original) The audience state estimation system according to claim 7, wherein 
the variance is calculated using a signal in a frame range, said frame range being decided on the 
basis of the periodicity of said audience state to be estimated. 

9. (Currently Amended) The audience state estimation system according to claim 
6, wherein s aid movement periodicity detection device determin es m ovement vectors of the 
imaged au dience b ased on said video signal, and calculates an average m o vemen t amount 
showin g an average of magnitudes of the movement vectors, and wherein a ratio of low- 
frequency component in the average movement amount is set as said movement periodicity. 

10. (Original) The audience state estimation system according to claim 9, wherein 
a frequency range of the low-frequency component is decided according to the periodicity of the 
said average movement amount transformed to a frequency region to be detected. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The audience state estimation system according to 
claim 6, wherein said estimation device estimates said audience state to be in a state of beating 
time with the hands when said movement periodicity is larger than the predetermined level, and 
estimates said audience state to be in a state of clapping when said movement periodicity is not 
larger than said predetermined level. 



12-28. (Canceled) 



29. (Currently Amended) An audience state estimation system comprising: 
input device for inputting and generating at least one of video signal obtained by 
imaging an audience and audio signal obtained according to sound from said audience; 

characteristic amount detection device for detecting, based on a flesh color area 
which is extracted from said video signal, at least one of a movement amount and movement 
periodicity of said audience, the flesh - color area identifying flesh color, and for detecting, based 
on said audio signal, a piece of information on at least one of a volume of sound from said 
audience, periodicity of said sound, and a frequency component of said sound. 

wherein the characteristic amount detection device extracts a flesh-color 
area which identifies flesh color from said video signal, divides the flesh-color area into blocks 
identifying flesh color, and calculates movement vectors for each of the blocks identifying flesh 
color the flesh-color area identifying flesh color ; and 
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estimation device for estimating an audience state based on a comparison result of 
the detected result of said characteristic amount detection device and a predetermined reference 
level. 



30. (Original) The audience state estimation system according to claim 29, 
wherein said sound from the audience includes voice. 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) An audience state estimation method comprising: 
imaging an audience and generating a video signal relative to the audience thus 

imaged; 

detecting a movement amount of said audience based on a flesh color a r ea which 
is extracte d f ro m said video signal, 

extracting a flesh-color area which identifies flesh color from said video signal; 

dividing the flesh-color area into blocks identifying flesh color; 

calculating movement vectors for each of the blocks identifying flesh color the 
flesh-color area identifying flesh color the flesh-color area identifyi ng flesh co l or; and 

estimating an audience state based on a comparison result of said movement 
amount and a predetermined reference level. 



32. (Original) The audience state estimation method according to claim 31, 
wherein movement vectors of the imaged audience are determined on the basis of said video 



signal, and wherein an average movement amount showing an average of magnitudes of the 



movement vectors is set as the movement amount of said audience. 
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33. (Original) The audience state estimation method according to claim 31, 
wherein movement vectors of the imaged audience are determined based on said video signal, 
and an average movement amount showing an average of magnitudes of the movement vectors is 
calculated, and wherein a time macro movement amount is set as the movement amount of said 
audience, said time macro movement amount being an average of the average movement 
amounts in the time direction thereof. 

34. (Previously Presented) The audience state estimation method according to 
claim 3 1 , wherein when said movement amount is larger than the predetermined level, said 
audience state is estimated to be in any one of states of beating time with the hands and of 
clapping. 

35. (Currently Amended) An audience state estimation method comprising: 
imaging an audience and generating a video signal relative to the audience thus 

imaged; 

detecting movement periodicity of said audience based on a flesh-color area 
w hich i s ■ extracted from said video signal, 

extracting a flesh-color area which identifies flesh color from said video signal; 

dividing the flesh-color area into blocks identifying flesh color; 

calculating movement vectors for each of the blocks identifying flesh color the 
flesh-color area identifying flesh color the fl e sh - color area identifying flesh color ; and 
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estimating an audience state based on a comparison result of the movement 
periodicity of said audience and a predetermined reference level. 

36. (Original) The audience state estimation method according to claim 35, 
wherein movement vectors of the imaged audience are determined on the basis of said video 
signal, an average movement amount showing an average of magnitudes of the movement 
vectors is calculated, and an autocorrelation maximum position of the average movement amount 
is detected, and wherein variance of the autocorrelation maximum position is set as the 
movement periodicity. 

37. (Currently Amended) The audience state estimation method according to 
claim 35, wherein movement vectors of the imaged audience are determined on the bas is of said 
video sig nal, and an. average movement amount s howing an avera ge of magnitudes of the 
mo v e m ent -ve c to r s-i s calculated , and wherein a ratio of low-frequency component in the average 
movement amount is set as said movement periodicity. 

38. (Previously Presented) The audience state estimation method according to 
claim 35, wherein when said movement periodicity is larger than the predetermined level, said 
audience state is estimated to be in a state of beating time with the hands, and when said 
movement periodicity is not larger than said predetermined level, said audience state is estimated 
to be in a state of clapping. 

39-54. (Canceled) 
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55. (Currently Amended) An audience state estimation method comprising: 
generating any one of a video signal obtained by imaging an audience and an 

audio signal according to sound from said audience; 

detecting, based on a flesh color area which i s extracted from said video signal, at 
least one of a movement amount and movement periodicity of said audience, 

extracting a flesh-color area which identities flesh color from said video signal; 

dividing the flesh-color area into blocks identifying flesh color; 

calculating movement vectors for each of the blocks identifying flesh color the 
flesh-color area identifying flesh color the fl e sh-color area identifying flesh color ; 

detecting, based on said audio signal, a piece of information on at least one of a 
volume of sound from said audience, periodicity of said sound, and a frequency component of 
said sound; and 

estimating an audience state based on a comparison result of said detected result 
and a predetermined reference level. 

56. (Original) The audience state estimation method according to claim 55, 
wherein said sound from the audience includes voice. 

57. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium storing an audience state 
estimation program , executed by a computer- processor, for estimating an audience state by 
processing information, said program comprising: 
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a step of performing any one of detection, based on a flesh; color area whioh is 
extrac ted from said video signal obtained by imaging the audience, for at least one of a 
movement amount and movement periodicity of said audience, the flesh color area identifying 
flesh color, and detection, based on said audio signal according to sound from said audience, for 
a piece of information on at least one of a volume of sound from said audience, periodicity of 
said sound, and a frequency component of said sound. 

wherein the step of performing detection extracts a flesh-color area which 
identifies flesh color from said video signal, divides the flesh-color area into blocks identifying 
flesh color, and calculates movement vectors for each of the blocks identify ing flesh color the 
flesh-color area identifying flesh color ; and 

a step of estimating the audience state based on a comparison result of said 
detected result and a predetermined reference level. 

58. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 57, wherein said 
sound from the audience includes voice. 
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